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David Welch is President, International and Government 

Affairs.  He was elected Senior Vice President in 2010. 

Ambassador Welch is a former American diplomat who 

served as Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern 

Affairs in the U.S. Department of State from 2005 

through 2008, Ambassador to Egypt 2001–2005, and 

Assistant Secretary for International Organizations 

1998–2001.  

Ambassador Welch also served in Pakistan, Syria, 

Jordan and Saudi Arabia, and on the staff of the 

National Security Council at the White House. He has 

extensive negotiating experience with Israeli-Palestinian 

talks, conflicts in Lebanon and Iraq, and terrorism claims in Libya.   

Ambassador Welch is a board member of the U.S.-Saudi Business Council, the U.S.-

U.A.E. Business Council, and the U.S.-Egypt Business Council. He is also a member of 

the Council on Foreign Relations and the American Academy of Diplomacy. 

He is a graduate of Georgetown University and the Fletcher School at Tufts University. He 

also attended the London School of Economics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bechtel is one of the most respected global engineering, construction, and project management companies. Together with our 

customers, we deliver landmark projects that foster long-term progress and economic growth. Since 1898, we’ve completed more 

than 25,000 extraordinary projects across 160 countries on all seven continents. We operate through four global businesses: 

Infrastructure; Nuclear, Security & Environmental; Oil, Gas & Chemicals; and Mining & Metals. Our company and our culture are 

built on more than a century of leadership and a relentless adherence to our values, the core of which are safety, quality, ethics, 

and integrity. These values are what we believe, what we expect, what we deliver, and what we live.    

 


